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Victory followed victory and brought the Emperor of the
French to Vienna and Moravia on I3th November; on the
ist December Ludwig was with him at headquarters. Napoleon
drew a sketch of the Russian and French positions on a piece of
paper. The following day he gained a brilliant victory in the
Battle of the three Emperors at Austerlitz, which resulted in the
Peace of Pressburg on the 27th December, 1805. There Bavaria
received a rich reward for the position she had adopted. The
German Princes were to see what advantages awaited those who
threw in their lot with the Conqueror. The Elector of Bavaria,
who had secretly feared the result of his daring step, saw himself
brilliantly justified in the eyes of his son.

But the ambitions of the victorious Corsican were not yet
fulfilled. Immediately after the foundation of his Empire,
Napoleon had been desirous of establishing his new dignity yet
more firmly by marriage with the old hereditary dynasties of
Europe. He himself, unfortunately, was already married, but he
had a stepson, the Empress Josephine's son by her first marriage,
Eugfene Beauharnais, an elegant and pleasant young man of
twenty-four, whom Napoleon not only loved but regarded as a
clever and reliable tool, though Eugfene himself had no idea of
what was expected of him. Prince Ludwig had a pretty sister of
seventeen, Auguste. It was true that she had been promised to the
Hereditary Prince of Baden, and it was also said that she loved
him; but that mattered nothing to Napoleon. This noble alliance
of his near relative suited him and would help to chain Bavaria
to France irrevocably and finally. In the princely family circle
the fight raged steadily. Auguste complained bitterly in her
letters to her brother that she was to be sacrificed and once even
spoke of a 'shameful bond'.1 The unfortunate Princess often fell
into swoons which lasted a long time,' the Austrian Count Buol
reported.2 But nothing was of any avail; Napoleon's victories
led to quick decisions. Having broken the resistance of the
Czar and Francis II., it was not likely that he would fail to deal
with one Princess. Whilst still in Briinn, Napoleon sent for the
Bavarian Minister on 2nd December, and notified him that he
would publicly ask in Munich for the hand of Auguste for his
stepson, as he preferred her to an Austrian Archduchess who had

1  Maria Probst, Die Familienpolitik des bayerischen Herrscherhauses zu Beginn
des 19. Jahrhunderts, Munich, 1933, p. 84.

2  Buol to Colloredo, Munich, 8th October, 1805.   Vienna St.A.